April/May 2009
Dear Praying Friends,
The Lord continues to bless the work here in Nauru with numerical and spiritual
growth. We averaged 24.5 in April and 25.8 in May, and our high attendances were 28
for each month. We had a total of 14 first time visitors for the two months. Please pray
that they will return and heed the message of salvation.
Darcy and Rarube Degarick, who I mentioned in our last letter, were added to
our membership on May 24th. They came to us saved and scripturally baptized, and
they bring their family regularly. Darcy is making great pace through the discipleship
material. Please pray that they will continue to grow in grace, and faithfully serve the
Lord through their local church.
On May 4th we had our second soul saved. Uarei (pronounced Warei) was born in
Kiribati and came to Nauru with his parents when they moved here in the mining days.
Though a nice guy and very friendly he was a well known drunk, his life and family were
a mess and he knew he needed help. While door knocking through his neighborhood
in April, I met and talked with him and he started to visit our services and listen to the
Word. By May 3rd Uarei was interested in Salvation and I went to his house the next
day and helped him to trust Christ as his personal Savior. We’re excited to see changes
in him as he learns and grows in the Lord. He’s enjoying discipleship lessons and is
bringing some of his old drinking friends to church services.
James, who I mentioned in our last letter continues to enjoy the discipleship lessons
and is ready to follow the Lord in believers’ baptism. He’s being asked lots of questions
by his family and friends and has brought some of them to church to hear the message
of salvation. Please pray that he and Uarei will continue to grow in grace and that we’ll
have our first baptismal service when Uarei is ready.
The Lord also opened the door for me to teach Baptist RE (religious education) at
the high school on Monday’s for 45 minutes. It’s a great opportunity to teach the Bible
to students interested in what it has to say.
Currently Christie and Elijah are back in the states for her brother’s wedding.
While there she has experienced some problems with the pregnancy of our second boy
who’s due Nov. 13th. The doctors are hoping the situation will resolve itself, but have
recommended that she remain near good medical facilities. Unfortunately that does
not describe Nauru, so she will probably stay in the states until the baby is born. Please
pray that the Lord will work in Christie’s health situation and that He will enable the
circumstances to allow our family to be back together soon. God said it is “not good”
for man to be alone, and I am definitely in agreement!
We are excited about what we can accomplish together.
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